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Natural Interaction is Nick Jordan’s largest solo exhibition to date and features 

new films, prints, photographs, painting and sculptural works to explore the 

interdependencies between social and ecological healthcare and wellbeing.

Drawing on the artist’s recent collaborations with ecologists, materials scientists, 

narrative therapists, genetic counsellors and medical geneticists, the work 

interconnects the lived experience of rare health conditions with the reciprocal 

behaviours and symbiotic systems found in nature.

His new film trilogy, Rare Frequencies, Genetic Sequences and The Entangled 

Forest, captures the unique features of ecologically diverse habitats which sustain 

many rare or endangered species, playing a vital role in mitigating the impacts of 

climate change. Combined with audio conversations on the importance of science 

and the lessons we can learn from nature, Jordan’s hybrid documentaries explore 

diverse landscapes and ecosystems, including restored peatlands, networks of 

mycelium, botanical gardens, urban woodlands and ancient forests; threading 

together themes of community and mutuality, resilience and renewal.

Each of the films feature an atmospheric and textural soundtrack score, recorded 

with traditional folk instruments, woodwind and analogue synths, composed by 

Otis Jordan (Rare Frequencies and Genetic Sequences) and Otis Jordan & Lord 

Mongo (The Entangled Forest).

Presented with the films are a series of new works by the artist, including 

mushroom spore prints presented as a family tree, archival botanical drawings, a 

greenhouse displaying electron microscope images of mycelium, and a living micro 

habitat of native peatbog mosses and plants.

NICK JORDAN: NATURAL INTERACTION 



ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

A fungus (Agaricus species) with 
fruiting-bodies growing on wood.

Coloured etching by G. D. Ehret, 
c.1744, after himself.

Wellcome Collection.

NICK JORDAN
KIN RECOGNITION

Framed giclée prints on cotton 
photo rag paper, 2023.

These prints are made from the spores 
of parasol mushrooms, foraged by 
the artist whilst filming The Entangled 
Forest. The spore prints are created by 
placing the mushrooms, gill-side down, 
onto paper. Releasing millions of spores 
over several hours, the mushrooms 
leave an impression of white spores on 
the paper. Jordan has then scanned 
the spore prints and produced limited 
edition giclée prints. Linking with the 
exhibition themes of genetics and 
mutual support networks, the prints 
are presented as a family tree. Kin 
recognition, also called kin detection, 
is an organism’s ability to recognize 
and cooperate with genetically close 
relatives, and is a behaviour observed 
in plant and fungi interactions.

EXHIBITION GUIDE



NICK JORDAN, EARTH HOUSE HOLD
Greenhouse, photo acetates, lamps, 2023.
Mycelium images © Mruganka Parasnis.

Covering the greenhouse is a photo montage made from electron microscope 
images featuring the root system of mushrooms (mycelium), magnified x2000 to 
reveal the individual fibres (hyphae). Sourced from a materials science research 
project at the University at Buffalo, New York, the magnified images show the 
rejuvenating properties of fungus hyphae on lead contaminated soil. The top 
section of the greenhouse displays the pristine mycelium fibres, and the lower 
section of the greenhouse shows the lead-exposed strands, with crystallised metal 
pollutants clearly captured in the mesh of mycelium. The University at Buffalo’s 
research team are investigating how mycelium can be a sustainable and effective 
material for cleaning contaminated soil in former industrial areas, using its organic, 
absorbent properties, creating healthy conditions for growing food in urban areas.

The title Earth House Hold references the book by contemporary American poet 
Gary Snyder, who is an ongoing influence in Jordan’s practice. The book features 
nature-focused essays and travel journals, calling for the protection of wild spaces 
and advocating for the importance of biodiversity. This piece also references 
the work of celebrated scientist and monk Gregor Mendel, who in the mid-19th 
century discovered the fundamental laws of inheritance through his greenhouse 
experiments on pea plants, thereby laying the groundwork for modern genetics.   

With thanks to Dr Prathima Nalam, Assistant Professor, Department of Materials 
Design and Innovation, School of Engineering and Applied Sciences University at 
Buffalo, The State University of New York.

NICK JORDAN, NATURAL INTERACTION
Oil and beeswax on plywood, 2023.

This painting continues Jordan’s use of typographic and geometric forms in his 
studio practice, often made in response to material, encounters or images that 
emerge during the process of film-making. Painted with oil and beeswax, the 
painted areas and stencilled-out words are split down the middle, revealing the 
underlying seam of wood filler, formed during the plywood’s manufacturing 
process.



NICK JORDAN, THE ENTANGLED FOREST
Hd video, 17 mins., 2023.

Audio interview: Dr Suzanne Simard; soundtrack score: Otis Jordan & Lord 
Mongo.

The Entangled Forest is a film that explores the multifaceted interdependencies 
between trees and fungi within forest ecologies. Featuring the voice of ecologist 
Suzanne Simard, and her ground-breaking research into tree and fungal 
communities, the documentary reflects on the ‘biological neural network’ of forest 
ecosystems, and how the reciprocal, shared behaviour of mycelium and trees 
creates a resilient and healthy community of co-dependent species. Highlighting 
cooperation, mutual aid and the redistribution of resources between neighbouring 
species, the film interweaves Simard’s observations on the ‘wood wide web’ 
with an atmospheric and textural collaborative soundtrack score, recorded with 
traditional folk instruments, woodwind and analogue synths by Otis Jordan and 
Lord Mongo. Shot and edited by Jordan, the documentary features a diverse 
range of tree species and fruiting fungi, growing in ancient forests and urban 
woodland habitats, filmed from the blazing heat of late summer to the frozen 
depths of winter.

Supported by UK Research & Innovation & The University of Manchester. 
Commissioned by HOME.

Nick Jordan has made a companion film, Pathways Through the Entangled Forest 
(16.30 mins., 2023), for the University of Manchester’s Division of Psychology 
& Mental Health, supported by UK Research & Innovation. Drawing on the 
same edited footage as The Entangled Forest, the voiceover is a conversation 
on living with the experience of Motor Neurone Disease, exploring themes of 
accompaniment, sharing, communication and support when diagnosed with a 
terminal illness. The reflective narrative finds common threads and parallels with 
ecologist Suzanne Simard’s research into the ‘biological neural network’ of life-
sustaining interactions found in forest ecosystems. 

Watch the film at youtu.be/2O8LEOhd94M

https://youtu.be/2O8LEOhd94M


Index of Species, Nick Jordan, 2023



NICK JORDAN
INDEX OF SPECIES

Framed photograph, 2023.

Jordan takes many photographs 
whilst filming his documentaries, or 
when exploring landscapes. Using 
an intuitive, experiential approach to 
material, environment and people, he 
finds motifs or moments of interest 
that serve as visual aids or notes; some 
of the resulting photographs become 
works in their own right.  This picture 
was taken at a recently clear-cut area of 
woodland, whilst filming The Entangled 
Forest, in south-west France.

NICK JORDAN
RARE FREQUENCIES

Hd video, 10.52 mins., 2021.

Soundtrack score: Otis Jordan.

Rare Frequencies is a film that 
draws on conversations with people 
impacted by rare health conditions, 
recorded with members of the public, 
patients and practitioners involved 
in medical genetics and counselling. 
Exploring the definition and frequency 
of rare conditions, for the podcast 
series RARE/D, Jordan combines 
the discussions with footage filmed 
at Cadishead & Little Woolden 
Moss Nature Reserve, Chat Moss, 
Manchester, where native moss land 
plants have been reintroduced to 
restore and protect a rare peatbog 
habitat. With an original and evocative 
soundtrack score by Otis Jordan, the 
documentary connects themes of 
environmental, social and personal 
healthcare, in the context of lived 
experience, shared similarities and 
natural ecologies.

Produced for The Whitworth Group’s 
RARE/D podcast series, Manchester 
Centre for Genomic Medicine, 
supported by Economic and Social 
Research Council and EURORDIS Rare 
Diseases Europe.



NICK JORDAN
GENETIC SEQUENCES

Hd video, 16 mins., 2022.

Soundtrack score: Otis Jordan.

Genetic Sequences is a documentary 
that focuses on conversations with 
healthcare professionals involved in 
medical genetics. Recorded for the 
European Society of Human Genetics 
(ESHG) podcast series ‘Genetic 
Sounds’, the discussions reflect on 
interrelated issues such as global 
healthcare inequalities, human rights, 
access to vaccines, the public’s trust in 
science, hopes for the future, and the 
need for multidisciplinary collaboration. 
The audio extracts are combined 
with footage Jordan filmed in Vienna 
during the ESHG’s annual conference, 
along with a soundtrack score by Otis 
Jordan. Exploring an urban topography, 
locations range from the tree-covered 
social housing block designed by 
artist and architect Friedensreich 
Hundertwasser, public parks and city 
streets to the global plant collection 
and tropical glasshouses of the 
University of Vienna’s Botanical Garden.

Commissioned by European Society 
of Human Genetics, with support from 
TheWhitworth Group, The University of 
Manchester and Manchester University 
NHS Foundation Trust

ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

A de-hissing Puffball mushroom, 
Smooth-cap moss and Inkcap 
mushroom with associated beetles 
and their anatomical segments.

3 coloured etchings, c. 1831. John 
Curtis.

Wellcome Collection.

These prints are from British 
Entomology, a classic work on the 
study of insects by entomologist and 
illustrator John Curtis (1791-1862). 
Created between 1824 and 1840, the 
work comprises 770 hand-coloured, 
copper-plate engravings. It is subtitled 
Being Illustrations and Descriptions 
of the Genera of Insects found in 
Great Britain and Ireland: Containing 
Coloured Figures from Nature of the 
Most Rare and Beautiful Species, and 
in Many Instances of the Plants Upon 
Which they are Found.

https://www.eshg.org/home
https://www.eshg.org/home


NICK JORDAN
THE CARBON LANDSCAPE

Yellow Stainer fungi spore print on 
found illustration, 2023.

Manchester–Liverpool Railway, Chat 
Moss, by T.T. Bury, 1831.

Jordan has created a fungi spore 
print over an illustration celebrating 
the opening of the world’s first inter-
city railway in 1830. A key milestone 
in the Industrial Revolution, this 
feat of engineering cut through the 
peatbog of Chat Moss, on a raised 
bank of wooden barrels which still 
carry today’s railway line. The Carbon 
Landscape is named after the Chat 
Moss peatland restoration project led 
by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, and 
highlights both the carbon-absorbing 
properties of peatlands and the 
legacy of extractive, industrial activity 
in the region that has impacted so 
devastatingly on Earth’s climate.

ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Display cases of the artist’s 
research material relating to 
mosses, peatbog habitats and peat 
extraction.

NICK JORDAN
THE MOSSARIUM

Geodesic glass terrarium, 
laboratory lamp, live peatland 
mosses and plants, 2023.

A collection of living native peatland 
mosses and plants, including sphagnum 
moss, haircap moss, wall screw-moss, 
shaggy moss, glittering wood-moss, 
cross-leaved heath and sundews. 
Substrate: pumice & lava rock, charcoal, 
bark, sphagnum moss peat and bog 
oak.

The Mossarium, Nick Jordan, 2023



NICK JORDAN
RESTORING THE LIVING SURFACE OF BLANKET BOG

Framed photograph, 2023.

image © 2021 The National Trust.

Aerial view of ‘peat bunds’ on Holcombe Moor, Greater Manchester. The image 
captures remedial works to restore this Pennine peatland, protect local communities 
from flooding, reduce carbon in the atmosphere and improve habitats for wildlife. 
‘Peat bunds’ are semi-circular banks, built to capture and reduce the free flow of 
water across the moorland plateau. Planted with sphagnum moss, the pools will 
gradually spread and converge, forming a rewilded peatbog landscape, helping to 
improve biodiversity, carbon capture and natural flood management.

Holcombe’s moorland is a precious environment where blanket bog has formed over 
6,000 years. Air pollution and the impact of the Industrial Revolution have brought 
significant damage to the peat surface. Other environmental pressures on the 
moor – which affect many other Pennine areas too – include moorland fires, erosion, 
grouse shooting estates and overgrazing. By restoring the living surface of blanket 
bog, this project can repair the capacity of Holcombe Moor to absorb carbon, 
supporting our efforts to adapt to climate change. It will improve blanket bog 
habitat, helping the recovery of breeding moorland birds like golden plovers and 
dunlins. By linking an upland landscape to downstream beneficiaries in Rossendale 
and Greater Manchester, as well as holding rainwater on the moor for longer, the 
project will reduce flooding, helping to protect communities at risk.

A collaborative project by Moors for the Future Partnership, the National Trust, 
Natural England and the Holcombe Moor Commoners’ Association; with support 
from DEFRA’s Moor Carbon fund.



NICK JORDAN
MUSHROOM HUNTING IN 
THE WOODS

Hd video, 02.15 mins, 2022.

A short film that depicts the artist 
spotting fungi from a hunting tower, 
deep in the Forêt de la Double, 
Périgord Blanc region, south-west 
France. The resulting spore prints, 
which burst on the screen, are made 
from foraged parasol mushrooms. 
This performative film is accompanied 
by an archive audio field recording: 
Women Gathering Mushrooms, from 
Bayaka: The Extraordinary Music of the 
Babenzélé Pygmies, recorded by Louis 
Sarno in the Congo Basin of Central 
Africa.

RECOMMENDED READING

Finding the Mother Tree: 
Uncovering the Wisdom and 
Intelligence of the Forest by 

Suzanne Simard

Entangled Life: How Fungi Make 
Our Worlds, Change Our Minds 
and Shape Our Futures by Merlin 

Sheldrake

The Overstory by Richard Powers

Fen, Bog & Swamp: A Short History 
of Peatland Destruction and Its 
Role in the Climate Crisis by Annie 

Proulx

Less is More: How Degrowth Will 
Save the World by Jason Hickel

Earth House Hold, and The Practice 
of the Wild by Gary Snyder

Feral: Rewilding the Land, Sea and 
Human Life by George Monbiot

Mushroom Hunting In The Woods, Nick Jordan, 2023



Nick Jordan is a multidisciplinary artist whose work explores the 

interconnections between cultural, social and natural ecologies. The 

artist’s work has been exhibited widely at international museums 

and galleries, including Innsbruck International Biennial; Videonale, 

Kunstmuseum Bonn; Musée du Quai Branly, Paris; Whitstable Biennale; 

Darwin Museum, Moscow; Centre de Cultura Contemporània, Barcelona; 

Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin. Jordan’s award-winning films have 

featured in many international film festivals, including special focus 

programmes at the London Short Film Festival; Minimalen, Trondheim; 

HOME Artist Film Weekender.

Artist residencies and commissions include Headlands Center for the Arts, 

San Francisco; Thackray Museum of Medicine, Leeds; The National Trust; 

The Manchester Museum; Newcastle University; Stasi Archives, Berlin; 

ICA, London; British Society of Aesthetics; The Swedenborg Society; 

Arts & Heritage. Jordan is the co-author (with Jacob Cartwright) of Alien 

Invaders: A Guide to Non-native Species of the Britisher Isles (Bookworks), 

and is the curator of Braziers International Film Festival. Nick Jordan 

studied Fine Art at Nottingham Trent University (BA) and Manchester 

Metropolitan University (MA). He is based in Manchester.

www.nickjordan.info

       @nickjordanart

ABOUT THE ARTIST

http://www.nickjordan.info/
https://www.instagram.com/nickjordanart/


Natural Interaction is curated by Clarissa Corfe.

Rare Frequencies produced for The Whitworth Group’s RARE/D podcast 

series, Manchester Centre for Genomic Medicine, supported by Economic 

and Social Research Council and EURORDIS Rare Diseases Europe

Genetic Sequences was commissioned by European Society of Human 

Genetics, with support from The Whitworth Group, The University of 

Manchester and Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust

The Entangled Forest was supported by UK Research & Innovation & The 

University of Manchester. Commissioned by HOME. Special thanks to 

Suzanne Simard and the following podcast productions:

Lacuna Magazine: Spoken Earth by Adam Weymouth

Bionners: Forest Wisdom, Mother Trees and the Science of Community

Penguin Random House Audio: This is the Author

Earth House Hold is made with the cooperation of The Research 

Foundation for the State University of New York, University at Buffalo, 

School of Public Health and Health Professions

CREDITS

https://lacuna.org.uk/series/spoken-earth-the-environment-podcast/
http://www.adamweymouth.com/
https://bioneers.org/forest-wisdom/
https://www.penguinrandomhouseaudio.com/blog/on-the-podcast-julianna-margulies-suzanne-simard-and-ian-manuel/


EVENTS

Please visit homemcr.org for more information and to book tickets.

AUDIO DESCRIBED TOUR 
Mon 13 Mar, 12:00

Join Audio Describer Anne Hornsby and Clarissa Corfe for an Audio 

Described tour of HOME’s three current solo exhibitions. 

TOUR 
Tue 14 Mar, 18:00

Artists Nick Jordan, Chris Paul Daniels and Parham Ghalamdar will lead 

tours of their solo exhibitions.

FIELDTRIP 
Tue 28 Mar & Tues 11 Apr 2023

Peat Restoration Fieldtrip to Little Woolden Moss to coincide with the 

exhibition Natural Interaction. 

BSL TOUR 
Sat 29 Apr, 14:00-15:00

Join Martin Glover for a British Sign Language (BSL) led tour of HOME’s 

three current solo exhibitions. 

http://homemcr.org


SCREENING 
Tue 16 May, 18:00

Out of Memory: the films of Nick Jordan and Chris Paul Daniels + Q&A. 

Book your ticket at homemcr.org.

IN CONVERSATION 
Sat 20 May, 14:00

Join the artists and their guests in conversation on their solo exhibitions 

and wider practices: Nick Jordan and Naziha Arebi, Chris Paul Daniels and 

Derek Horton, Parham Ghalamdar and Shezad Dawood. 

Filming Rare Frequencies, Nick Jordan, 2021



Sat 18 Feb 2023 - Sun 4 Jun 2023

Mon: Closed
Tue - Sat: 12.00 - 20.00
Sun: 12.00 - 18.00

Free, no booking required

OPENING TIMES & DATES

If you’d like to discuss tour for schools or groups, please email 
groups@homemcr.org or call Box Office on 0161 200 1500 (12:00 - 
20:00 daily)

GROUP BOOKINGS INFORMATION

Be part of HOME. As a charity, HOME strives to engage 
communities, commission new, emerging artists and provide a 
cultural offering to the people of Greater Manchester. We could 
not do any of this without your support. A donation today means 
we can continue to share work and nurture Manchester’s next 
generation of talent. Donate today. homemcr.org/donate

HELP KEEP OUR GALLERIES FREE

mailto:groups%40homemcr.org?subject=
http://homemcr.org/donate


Here at HOME, we are committed to best sustainable policy and 
practice. Working hard to reduce our environmental impacts, we 
continually monitor and report on our activities in order to better 
understand and improve our performance. With sustainability fully 
embedded into the heart of our organisation, its operations and 
programming, our efforts today strengthen a creative green future 
for tomorrow. We’ve committed to reducing our direct carbon 
emissions by 50% between 2020-2025. 

Visit homemcr.org/about/sustainability for more information.

SUSTAINABILITY

Should you have any access requirements or suggestions of how we 
can improve your experience, please speak to a member of gallery 
staff or email access@homemcr.org. Visit homemcr.org/access for 
information on our facilities and access programme

ACCESS

http://homemcr.org/about/sustainability
mailto:access%40homemcr.org?subject=
http://homemcr.org/access


Thank you for using our digital guide 
in helping HOME maintain a zero-to-
landfill policy

HOME is a trading name of Greater Manchester Arts Centre Ltd a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales No: 1681278. 
Registered office 2 Tony Wilson Place Manchester M15 4FN. Charity No: 514719

KEEP IN TOUCH 
FOR VENUE, EVENT INFORMATION AND BOOKING homemcr.org  BOX OFFICE 0161 200 1500
BE THE FIRST TO RECEIVE UPDATES. SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER homemcr.org/subscribe
    @HOME_mcr      HOMEmcr      HOMEmcr       HOMEmcr

#SustainableHOME

GETTING HERE

HOME
2 Tony Wilson Place
Manchester M15 4FN 

We are located on Tony Wilson Place, First Street, just off Whitworth Street West, roughly 
opposite the Hacienda apartments and a short walk from Oxford Road and the Deansgate-
Castlefield Metrolink stop. 

For venue, event and booking information please visit homemcr.org
Or Call Box Office on 0161 200 1500

CLICK HERE to join our visual arts mailing list

http://homemcr.org/subscribe
http://homemcr.org
https://homemcr.org/subscribe/

