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Join us on the opening night for the UK 
premiere of a joyous coming-of-age comedy 
from Spain, Llenos de gracia, followed by 
three weeks of engaging drama, fascinating 
documentary and thrilling tension, as ¡Viva! 
2023 serves up slices of life and flights of fancy 
from all corners of Spain and Latin America.

With 50 screenings of over 30 films from 
Spain, Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, the 
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, El Salvador and 
Mexico, we can’t wait to welcome you to the 
29th ¡Viva! Spanish & Latin American Festival!

For all the latest details about filmmaker Q&As 
and other special events, please visit  
homemcr.org/viva2023.

¡Disfrutad el festival!

All films will begin at the advertised time with no 
adverts or trailers.

All films are in Spanish with English subtitles unless 
otherwise noted.

All age certificates are local to Manchester City 
Council.

The festival is curated by Rachel Hayward, Head 
of Film Strategy, Jessie Gibbs, ¡Viva! Festival 
Coordinator, and Andy Willis, Professor of Film Studies 
at the University of Salford and HOME’s Senior 
Visiting Curator: Film. With additional programme 
support from the Instituto Cervantes, the Leading 
Women project funded by the AHRC, and the Invisible 
Women archive activist film collective.

¡Viva! Spanish and Latin American Festival is produced 
by HOME with the support of the Embassy of Spain 
in London, MUBI and the BFI, awarding funds from the 
National Lottery. 

¡Viva! 29th Spanish & Latin American Festival
Fri 10 – Thu 30 Mar

Now in its 29th year, ¡Viva! returns for our annual celebration of Spanish 
and Latin American culture, bringing you a programme of the most 
exciting cinema from across the Spanish-speaking world. This year we 
screen 22 new feature films, including multiple UK cinema premieres, 
along with filmmaker Q&As, film introductions and other opportunities to 
get involved. Plus, plenty of archive cinema treats - a classic from Juan 
Antonio Bardem, the UK premiere of 1970s hidden gems by fellow Spaniard 
Cecilia Bartolomé, and a programme of shorts from a Mexican feminist film 
collective.

UK Premiere/ Llenos de 
gracia (12A)
(Full of Grace)

Fri 10 Mar, 19:30 
Sun 19 Mar, 16:15 
Wed 29 Mar, 18:20

Dir Roberto Bueso/ES 2022/109 mins
Carmen Machi, Paula Usero, Anis 
Doroftei, Pablo Chiapella

Based on a true story, a delightful 
comedy about second chances and 
the inspirational power of purpose, 
belief and belonging. A rebellious 
nun arrives at a boarding school to 
take charge of an unruly bunch of 
orphan boys, and changes lives with 
a make-shift football team.

In the summer of 1994, 11 boys 
on the cusp of adolescence are 
descending into delinquency without 
the structure and love of caring 
families to go home to. Until Marina, 
a nun who has never quite found 
her place, shakes things up when 
she sets up a school football team 
to keep her young charges on the 
straight and narrow. 

222

UK Premiere/ Llegaron de 
noche (15)
(What Lucia Saw)

Sat 11 Mar, 13:15
Mon 20 Mar, 18:20
Dir Imanol Uribe/ES CO 2022/107 
mins/Spanish & English with partial 
EngST
Juana Acosta, Karra Elejalde, Carmelo 
Gómez, Ben Temple

From Imanol Uribe, a Spanish director 
known for his political films, comes 
a powerful depiction of the murder 
of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador 
in 1989. This event had immediate 
international repercussions, because 
among those murdered was a 
prestigious intellectual, Ignacio 
Ellacuría, working on a peace 
agreement to end a decade of 
bloody civil war.

The government blames the 
guerrillas, but an eyewitness debunks 
the official version. Lucía, a cleaner at 
the UCA University in San Salvador, 
has seen the real killers: the army. 
Whisked out of the country for her 
own protection, Lucía undergoes 
extended interrogation by the FBI, 
in cahoots with the Salvadoran 
government, and ultimately will have 
to choose between proclaiming the 
truth or protecting her family.

 Llenos de gracia, 2022

Llegaron de noche, 2022

Modelo 77, 2022
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UK Premiere/ El Visitante 
(PG)
(The Visitor)

Sat 11 Mar, 20:30 + short film 
Thu 16 Mar, 13:15 + short film
Dir Martín Boulocq/BO UR 2021/87 
mins
Enrique Aráoz, César Troncoso, Mirella 
Pascual, Svet Ailyn Mena

After recently being released from 
prison, Humberto makes a modest 
living by singing at wakes. His 
greatest desire is to rebuild his 
relationship with his estranged 
daughter and provide her with a 
decent life, but her grandparents—
wealthy Evangelical pastors—are not 
willing to give up custody of their 
only granddaughter. Backed into a 
corner financially and ideologically, 
Humberto is forced to face his own 
demons while simultaneously fighting 
a powerful ecclesiastical institution 
to which he once belonged. 

Set in the central Bolivian city 
of Cochabamba, the film is a 
sombre meditation on class, family 
relationships, and the increasing 
power of Evangelism in Latin 
America, reflecting on the region’s 
persisting legacies of colonialism 
and the new forms of ideological 
dependence guiding Bolivian society.

Plus/ This film will be preceded by 
Tornar a casa (Dir Ariadna Pastor/ES 
2022/14 mins). 

Nuestros días más felices 
(12A)
(Our Happiest Days)

Sun 12 Mar, 15:30 + Q&A 
Mon 27 Mar, 18:15
Dir Sol Berruezo Pichon-Riviére/AR 
2021/100 mins
Matilde Creimer Chiabrando, Lide 
Uranga, Antonella Saldicco, Cristián 
Jensen 

In a quiet town on the coast of 
Argentina, Agatha, 74, and Leonidas, 
36, have such an absorbing mother-
son relationship that he has never 
dared to build a life beyond the 
family home. One day, Agatha wakes 
up in the body of a little girl: as 
herself, but at the age of eight. As 
the family tries to adjust to new 
forms of physical and emotional 
dependency, Leonidas’ older sister 
Elisa is summoned home, and perhaps 
old wounds might finally heal.

This second feature from Sol Berruezo 
Pichon-Riviére, a talented Argentinian 
filmmaker still in her twenties, is a 
lovely, life-affirming tale of family and 
relationships, aging and mortality. 
Her wonderfully unique approach 
to storytelling includes quirky 
animations and some delightful comic 
touches. 

Event/ The screening on Sun 12 
Mar will be followed by a Q&A with 
writer-director Sol Berruezo Pichon-
Riviére.
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La Voluntaria (PG)
(The Volunteer)

Sat 11 Mar, 17:45 + Q&A
Fri 24 Mar, 18:30
Dir Nely Reguera/ES GR 2022/99 mins/ 
Spanish, Greek & English with partial 
EngST
Carmen Machi, Giannis Tsortekis, Itsaso 
Arana, Yohan Levy

Marisa, a recently retired doctor, 
travels to a Greek refugee camp 
with a group of Spanish volunteers. 
Confronted with the harsh realities 
of daily life in the camp, and 
chafing against the bureaucracy 
and regulations that govern her role 
within an NGO, Marisa struggles to 
feel useful even as she is filled with 
love and compassion. Boundaries 
become seriously blurred when she 
gets close to one particular refugee, 
a young orphan who has retreated 
into silence and the company of an 
affectionate stray dog. 

A stellar performance from 
established Spanish actor Carmen 
Machi (Llenos de gracia, El Bar, La 
Puerta abierta), who shines in every 
scene as the flawed heroine naively 
‘playing grandmother’ without seeing 
the perilous path she’s treading.

Event/ The screening on Sat 11 Mar 
will be followed by a Q&A with 
writer-director Nely Reguera.

La Voluntaria, 2022

Cinco lobitos (12A) 
(Lullaby)

Sat 11 Mar, 15:30 + intro 
Mon 20 Mar, 20:40
Dir Alauda Ruiz de Azúa/ES 2022/104 
mins/ Spanish, English & Basque with 
partial EngST 
Laia Costa, Susi Sánchez, Ramón Barea, 
Mikel Bustamante

Amaia has just become a mother. 
Feeling overwhelmed and with her 
partner away, she seeks refuge with 
her parents in the hope that they will 
look after mother and baby in her 
childhood home, in a lovely coastal 
village in the Basque Country. 

But life has other plans, her mother 
falls ill and it’s Amaia who will have 
to look after all of them. She finds 
herself living the life her mother had 
thirty years before. She becomes 
a housewife, with an absent 
partner, caring for a baby and a 
sick grandmother. Family roles are 
reversed, changing their relationships 
forever. The daughter becomes 
everyone’s mother. Amaia, who until 
now only loved her mother, will start 
to understand her.

Event/ The screening on Sat 11 Mar 
will be introduced by Dr Carmen 
Herrero, Manchester Metropolitan 
University.

Cinco lobitos, 2022 El Visitante, 2021

Nuestros días más felices, 2021

UK Premiere/ Estación 
catorce (12A)

Sun 12 Mar, 13:15 
Fri 17 Mar, 18:15 + short film 
Wed 22 Mar, 20:40 + short film
Dir Diana Cardozo/MX 2021/87 mins
Gael Vázquez Arriaga, José Antonio 
Becerril, Yoshira Escárrega

Seven-year-old Luis is learning to 
make sense of the world. Violence 
touches his surroundings, living in 
a rural Mexican town caught in the 
crossfire between drugs cartels and 
the police. There’s an inevitable loss 
of innocence as Luis navigates his 
way towards the adult world, not 
least in the revelation of his beloved 
father’s human frailties. But the film 
is also full of family love and loyalty, 
childhood games and friendships, and 
a wonderfully gentle appreciation 
of creatures great and small, from 
the tiny crickets in the fields to the 
puppies and chickens that scratch 
about the dusty town.

This third feature from journalist-
turned-filmmaker Diana Cardozo 
draws out fantastic performances 
from all the cast, in a bitter-sweet 
tale from the fragile world of a little 
boy discovering the mysteries and 
complexities of life. 

Plus/ This film will be preceded by 
Ingrid (Dir Albert Pons/MX 2022/ 
18 mins).
 

Estación catorce, 2021
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Carajita (12A)

Mon 13 Mar, 18:30 + short film 
Thu 30 Mar, 16:00 + short film
Dirs Silvina Schnicer & Ulises Porra/DR 
AR 2021/89 mins
Cecile Van Welie, Magnolia Núñez, 
Adelanny Padilla, Genesis Buret

Wealthy teenager Sara and her 
nanny Yarisa have a mother-daughter 
relationship that seems to transcend 
their class conditions, but an accident 
will test their intimate loyalty and 
the innocent illusion that nothing can 
separate them.

Sara enjoys a privileged life in a 
beachside idyll in the Dominican 
Republic, treating Yari like a sister 
or surrogate mother. As a result, Yari 
has neglected her own daughter, 
Mallory, who lives in a modest house 
nearby. The domination of one class 
over the other leads to a supposed 
natural order which, when push 
comes to shove, quickly ranks some 
people as disposable. A beautiful 
and compelling drama that examines 
the toxic class-race dynamics 
perpetuated by social injustice and 
the colonial legacy.

Plus/ This film will be preceded by 
Tula (Dir Bea de la Silva/ES 2022/13 
mins).

Los Reyes del mundo (12A)
(Kings of the World)

Mon 13 Mar, 20:40 
Sat 18 Mar, 18:35
Dir Laura Mora/CO NO LU FR 2022/ 
104 mins
Carlos Andrés Castañeda, Brahian 
Acevedo, Davison Florez, Cristian 
Campaña, Cristian David

Five street kids from Medellin, kings 
without kingdom, law or family, 
looking for The Promised Land. The 
boys embark on a trip to claim a 
piece of land inherited after a long 
process of land restitution. A journey 
to nowhere where anything can 
happen. 

This is the story of Rá (18), 
Culebro (16), Sere (14), Nano (13) 
and Winny (11), five friends on an 
epic mission across hundreds of 
miles of dangerous terrain in rural 
Colombia. Wild and rootless, lawless 
and sometimes violent, the boys 
seek out immediate thrills but are 
driven forward by their dreams for 
a home, for safety, for freedom. 
The tightknit group form their own 
family, complete with loyalties and 
jealousies, but can they overcome 
the odds to thrive, or at least 
survive?

UK Premiere/ Women’s Work: 
Three short films from Cine Mujer (18)

Tue 14 Mar, 18:30 + intro
Dirs Various/MX 1976-81/82 mins

During the 1970s, feminist collectives sprang up across Latin America,  
creating a space in which women filmmakers could pool resources, share  
skills and make work addressing the issues affecting their lives. One of the most 
significant of these groups was Cine Mujer, who emerged from radical student 
politics in Mexico City in the mid-1970s and continued to make inventive, 
boundary pushing work for the next decade. This programme brings together 
three of the collective’s films, rarely screened outside Mexico, which between 
them tackle still controversial ideas around gender roles, domestic labour and 
sex work. Together these films serve as a corrective to the historical  
side-lining of women’s voices in Latin American cinema and beyond, drawing  
a line from the artistry and struggle of these second wave pioneers to  
feminist filmmaking today.

Films in this programme are: 
Y si eres mujer? (Dir Guadalupe Sánchez Sosa/MX 1976/7 mins)
Vicios en la cocina, las papas silban (Dir Beatriz Mira Andreu/MX 1978/24 mins)
No es por gusto… (Dirs Maria del Carmen de Lara & Maria Eugenia Tamés 
/MX 1981/51 mins)

Curated by Invisible Women.

Event/ This screening will be introduced by Camilla Baier, co-founder of 
Invisible Women.
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UK Premiere/ No mires a los 
ojos (15)
(Staring at Strangers) 

Sun 12 Mar, 18:15 
Fri 24 Mar, 20:40
Dir Félix Viscarret/ES BE 2022/92 
mins 
Paco León, Leonor Watling, Àlex 
Brendemühl, Juan Diego Botto

This ingenious and darkly comic film 
is based on a novel by Juan José 
Millás, a Spanish author renowned for 
his psychological fiction, which deftly 
plays with his thematic obsessions: 
identity, symmetry, inhabitable 
spaces, love, fidelity and jealousy.

Damián, a carpenter with 20 years 
of service for one company, is driven 
wild by his sudden dismissal and 
runs off to hide in the first place 
he finds – an ancient wardrobe on 
the back of a removal truck. When 
he’s delivered into the heart of a 
family’s home, Damián makes the 
impulsive decision to stay, lurking in 
the shadows. As the storyteller peels 
back layers of fantasy and reality, the 
tension builds towards a delightfully 
dark denouement.

Carajita, 2021

Los Reyes del mundo, 2022

Women’s Work, 2021

No mires a los ojos, 2022
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UK Premiere/ La Casa entre 
los cactus (12A)
(The House Among the 
Cactuses)

Wed 15 Mar, 18:00 + Q&A 
Thu 23 Mar, 13:30 
Sat 25 Mar, 20:30
Dir Carlota González-Adrio/ES 2022/88 
mins
Ariadna Gil, Daniel Grao, Ricardo 
Gomez, Aina Picarolo

In a remote corner of the island 
of Gran Canaria in the late 1970s, 
Emilio and Rosa have created a 
perfect family home for their five 
daughters, all named after flowers: 
Lis, Iris, Melisa, Lila and Dalia. But 
a dark secret lurks beneath the 
idyllic surface, one that threatens 
to destroy this secluded, personal 
paradise. 

Adapted from a recent best-selling 
novel of the same name, Carlota 
González-Adrio’s feature debut 
makes excellent use of the bucolic 
scenery, with a subtle soundtrack 
and a talented cast (including nine-
year-old identical twins). As the 
eerie tension mounts through the 
twists and turns of this psychological 
thriller, be carried away to another 
place and time where all is not what 
it seems.

Event/ The screening on Wed 15 
Mar will be followed by a Q&A with 
writer-director Carlota González-
Adrio.

UK Premiere/ Libélulas (18)
(Dragonflies)

Thu 16 Mar, 17:50 + Q&A 
Wed 29 Mar, 20:40
Dir Luc Knowles/ES 2022/103 mins
Olivia Baglivi, Milena Smit, Javier 
Collado, Pol Hermoso 

Without jobs or a future, childhood 
friends Álex and Cata have forever 
dreamed of leaving their forgotten 
neighbourhood, somewhere near 
Madrid, a lonely land of empty shops 
and decadent bars. As they plan their 
escape, they enjoy each night as if 
it were their last, as beautiful and as 
fragile as dragonflies. 

When corrupt cop Vico catches wind 
of their plot to sell stolen drugs on 
his turf, time seems to be running out 
for Álex and Cata. The pace is often 
frenetic as the story builds towards 
a tense finale, but it never neglects 
the nuances of deep friendship 
between these two young women, 
whose lives have been blighted by 
family tragedy, poverty, drugs, and 
total lack of opportunities in their 
dead-end town.

Event/ The screening on Thu 16 
Mar will be followed by a Q&A with 
writer-director Luc Knowles.

Modelo 77 (15)
(Prison 77)

Wed 15 Mar, 15:15 
Thu 23 Mar, 18:00 + post-
screening discussion
Dir Alberto Rodríguez/ES 2022/125 mins
Miguel Herrán, Javier Gutiérrez, Jesús 
Carroza, Catalina Sopelana

Modelo Prison, Barcelona. General 
Franco has just died, and Spain 
is making an uneven but euphoric 
transition to democracy. Manuel is a 
young accountant facing an excessive 
20-year sentence for embezzling the 
equivalent of 1,200 euros. Together 
with his taciturn cellmate Pino, he 
joins forces with COPEL, a collective 
fighting for prisoners’ rights and a 
post-dictatorship amnesty. A war for 
freedom breaks out that will bring the 
Spanish prison system to its knees. 
If things are changing outside, they’ll 
have to do the same inside. 

After the international success of 
Marshland released in 2014, Alberto 
Rodríguez, one of Spain’s most 
recognised film directors, presents 
a passionately personal movie 
about the failures of society even 
as it transforms; a gripping tale of 
friendship, solidarity and freedom, 
inspired by true events.

Event/ The screening on Thu 23 Mar 
will be followed by a discussion with 
Dr Carlos van Tongeren, University of 
Manchester.

UK Premiere/ Tiempos 
futuros (PG)
(The Shape of Things to 
Come)

Fri 17 Mar, 20:30 + short film  
+ intro 
Tue 28 Mar, 18:00 + short film

Dir V. Checa/PE 2021/88 mins
Lorenzo Molina, Fernando Bacilio, 
Paulina Bazán, Jeremi Garcia

In a dystopian future version of Lima, 
Peru, 12-year-old Teo and his father 
Luis work feverishly on a mysterious 
machine designed to bring rainfall 
to a city that has not seen rain for 
a lifetime. As Teo grows up, his 
devotion to his mad inventor father 
is compromised by his curiosity 
for the wider world and he begins 
questioning this obsession with the 
machine that has taken over their 
small apartment.

A wonderfully atmospheric piece, 
the murky urban setting is perfectly 
complemented by an eerie, industrial 
soundscape, and the restrained 
dialogue hints at backstories while 
leaving plenty to the imagination. 
Bringing a dystopian sci-fi twist to 
the coming-of-age genre, Teo goes 
his own way like a hardy weed 
growing in a glimmer of light.

Plus/ This film will be preceded by 
El Padre bueno (Dir Jorge Cañada 
Escorihula/ES 2022/15 mins).

Event/ The screening on Fri 17 Mar 
will be introduced by Dr Ignacio 
Aguiló, University of Manchester.

La Maternal (12A)

Tue 14 Mar, 20:30 + intro 
Sun 26 Mar, 15:30
Dir Pilar Palomero/ES 2022/120 mins
Carla Quílez, Ángela Cervantes, Rubén 
Martínez, Pepe Lorente

What does it mean to be a mother, 
or a child? Age 14, Carla is both. A 
wild child living with a toxic single 
mother, Carla is shocked to discover 
she is at least five months pregnant. 
Transferred to a Barcelona ‘maternal’, 
a shelter for young mothers at risk 
of social exclusion, she meets other 
teens in the same situation, taking 
care of their babies with the help of 
social workers. 

At first hermetic and distrustful, 
Carla makes uneven progress as 
she learns to be a parent while 
yearning to be a child again. Afraid 
of being as bad a mother as her own, 
little by little she understands her 
mum’s struggles, and motherhood 
eventually brings them both 
together. 

Following the international success 
of Schoolgirls (Las Niñas, ¡Viva! 
2021), award-winning director Pilar 
Palomero is back with a sensitive 
and heart-breaking journey into 
teenage parenthood, exhibiting her 
talent for honest and non-judgmental 
storytelling.

Event/ The screening on Tue 14 Mar 
will be introduced by Dr Abigail 
Loxham, University of Liverpool.
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UK Premiere/ Escape Room: 
La Pel.licula (15) 
(You Lie You Die)

Sat 18 Mar, 20:40 
Thu 30 Mar, 20:40
Dir Hector Claramunt/ES 2022/93 
mins/Catalan wEng ST
Joel Joan, Ivan Massague, Paula Vives, 
Monica Perez

Four friends; one escape room; a 
lot of secrets; and only one way 
out: the truth. In this outrageous 
black comedy from Barcelona, one 
wild night shatters the comfortable 
complacency of two couples just 
looking for some fun.

Marina is fiercely intelligent, pro-
Catalan independence and a staunch 
feminist, and she’s out on a date 
with her older boyfriend Edu. He’s 
invited along some old friends, Rai 
and Viky, who don’t exactly see eye-
to-eye with Marina and are smugly 
condescending. Anyone who’s not 
completely true to themselves will 
soon face their comeuppance, as the 
disturbingly realistic game begins! 
Featuring an elaborate Nazi-themed 
escape room, this is a very funny bad 
taste comedy with crackling dialogue 
and an inventively unique set.

As bestas (15)
(The Beasts)

Sun 19 Mar, 13:30 
Wed 22 Mar, 18:00
Dir Rodrigo Sorogoyen/ES FR 2022/137 
mins/Galician, French and Spanish 
wEng ST
Marina Föis, Denis Ménochet, Luis 
Zahera, Diego Anido

Seeking closeness with nature, 
French couple Antoine and Olga have 
moved to a village in the Galician 
countryside. There they live a quiet 
life, although relations with the 
locals are far from idyllic. A conflict 
with their neighbours, the Anta 
brothers, sees tension rise to the 
point of no return.

Shooting the first half from Antoine’s 
perspective of the brewing violence 
and focussing the second half 
on Olga’s more peaceful and no 
less courageous determination, 
Sorogoyen describes his film as “a 
modern western, where there is 
a shoot-out in the first part and a 
duel in the second.” An enthralling 
drama examining themes of rural 
depopulation and local identity 
politics, savagery and civilisation, and 
a gendered approach to resolving 
conflict. 

UK Premiere/ 8 cuentos sobre 
mi hipoacusia (PG)
(8 Stories about My Hearing 
Loss)

Sat 18 Mar, 16:15 + short film
Dir Charo Mato/AR UR 2022/86 mins

A beautifully crafted and wonderfully 
personal documentary about 
hearing loss and family dynamics. 
Diagnosed with progressive bilateral 
sensorineural hearing loss aged 6, 
Charo Mato became fully deaf by 
the age of 23, and received cochlear 
implants against her parents’ wishes. 

Argentine filmmaker Mato weaves 
together eight stories and questions 
around her hearing loss, using 
memories, interviews and home video 
footage to examine her childhood 
as well as the experiences of 
other family members. She gently 
grieves her late mother and relishes 
conversations with her exuberant 
Italian-speaking father.

Selected for the festival programme 
by HOME volunteers and Young Film 
Programmers.

Plus/ This film will be preceded by 
Criatura (Dir María Silvia Esteve/AR 
CH 2021/16 mins).

Muerte de un ciclista (12A)
(Death of a Cyclist) 

Sun 19 Mar, 18:30 + Intro
Dir Juan Antonio Bardem/ES IT 1955/88 
mins
Lucia Bosè, Alberto Closas, Otello Toso, 
Bruna Corra

Beginning with the eponymous death 
of a cyclist in a hit-and-run accident, 
an adulterous couple flee the scene 
for fear of losing their social standing 
were their affair to be revealed. María 
Jose and Juan, however, struggle to 
escape the consequences despite 
their best efforts, with much anxiety 
and soul-searching on Juan’s part at 
least. As a wealthy socialite, María 
Jose is vehemently determined to 
hold onto her power and privilege, 
whatever the cost.

This social realist film is a classic 
of Spanish cinema, and the film 
for which Juan Antonio Bardem is 
best known. It won the film critics’ 
FIPRESCI Award at the 1955 Cannes 
Film Festival and is a passionate 
critique of the upper classes under 
Franco.

With thanks to the Instituto 
Cervantes.

Event/ This screening will be 
introduced by Andy Willis, University 
of Salford.

 

Language Lab/ Vasil (U)

Sat 18 Mar, 13:00-16:00

Ana Valbuena from the Instituto 
Cervantes Manchester presents our 
bespoke study session for adult 
Spanish language learners and film 
fans. Following an introduction 
in accessible Spanish, and a full 
screening of Vasil with English 
subtitles, attendees can practise 
their Spanish language skills using 
a specially designed Study Pack, 
discussing topics such as: identity 
and economic migration, privilege 
and discrimination, community and 
human connection.

Conversational Spanish 
recommended.

For full film details please  
see page 14. 

1110

8 cuentos sobre mi hipoacusia, 2022

Vasil 2022

Escape Room: La Pel.licula, 2022

Muerte de un ciclista, 1955

As bestas, 2022



1312

Event/ Café Cervantes

Sat 25 Mar, 14:00-15:30

¡Bienvenido, siéntate! 
Grab a drink from the bar for this informal gathering of Spanish-speaking 
film lovers. Come and practise your language skills while sharing your 
opinions on this year’s ¡Viva! programme. We recommend language 
learners have intermediate level Spanish or above to participate fully in 
this event.

This event will be led by staff from the Instituto Cervantes.
Free event, but booking is required. UK Premiere/ ¡Vámonos, 

Bárbara! (15) + post-screening 
discussion
(Barbara, Let’s Go!) 

Sat 25 Mar, 16:15
Dir Cecilia Bartolomé/ES 1978/95 mins
Amparo Soler Leal, Jose Ruiz Lifante, 
Julieta Serrano

Ana – a wife, mother and advertising 
executive in her forties, with a 
comfortable life in a bourgeois 
Catalan family – rips up the rules 
when she decides to inject a bit of 
truth into her existence and take 
back control of her life. To the horror 
of her family, Ana decides to leave 
her husband and head off on a road 
trip to the coast, taking her 12-year-
old daughter Bárbara with her. Down 
by the sea, conventions melt away 
as Ana enjoys her newfound freedom.

Director and screenwriter Cecilia 
Bartolomé is one of the most 
transgressive women filmmakers of 
her time. She graduated from Spain’s 
Official Film School in 1969, but not 
until after the death of Franco and 
the return to democracy was she 
able to make this feature film.

Event/ This screening will be 
followed by a discussion with core 
members of the AHRC-funded 
research project Leading Women in 
Portuguese and Spanish Cinema and 
Television,1970-1980.

The Vertical Border (12A)

Sat 25 Mar, 12:30
Dir Sonja Wolf/MX 2022/69 mins/
Spanish and English with partial EngST

Millions worldwide are being 
uprooted from their homes and 
communities; Central Americans 
are fleeing economic precarity and 
climate disaster, as well as state and 
criminal violence. Most head towards 
Mexico and the United States, in 
search of a liveable life. 

What happens when these forced 
migrants demand dignity and rights? 
How does the USA externalise 
its borders in an attempt to stop 
desperate migrants reaching its 
territory? How does Mexico cope 
with being a buffer state where 
displaced populations are trapped in 
inhospitable limbo?

Insightful interviews with journalists, 
aid workers and academics across 
El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico and 
the USA delve into history and 
expose the current crisis, covering 
topics such as gangs, corruption, 
militarisation, exploitation, 
neoliberalism, the Global South 
versus North, and the nature of our 
bordered world. 

UK Premiere/ La Hija de 
todas las rabias (18)
(Daughter of Rage)

Tue 21 Mar, 16:30 
Sat 25 Mar, 18:40
Dir Laura Baumeister/NI MX NL DE FR 
NO ES 2022/91 mins
Ara Alejandra Medal, Virginia Sevilla, 
Carlos Gutierrez, Noé Hernández

La Chureca is the biggest open-
air landfill in Nicaragua, and home 
to those eking out an existence 
scavenging and selling what they 
can. 11-year-old María and her 
mother Lilibeth live on the edge of 
this immense rubbish dump. Their 
future depends on selling a litter of 
purebred puppies to a local thug, but 
when the deal goes awry, Lilibeth 
leaves her daughter in the relative 
safety of a friend’s recycling factory. 

The days go by with no sign of 
her mother’s return; María feels 
abandoned, confused and angry. One 
night she meets Tadeo, a kind and 
romantic boy determined to help her 
find her mother. A compelling debut 
feature, with a magical realist twist 
as Lilibeth reappears as a panther-
woman creature, encouraging her 
young daughter to channel her rage 
into power.

Tengo sueños eléctricos (15)
(I Have Electric Dreams)

Tue 21 Mar, 18:30 
Mon 27 Mar, 15:45
Dir Valentina Maurel/BE FR CR 
2022/104 mins
Daniela Marin Navarro, Reinaldo Amien, 
Vivian Rodriguez, José Pablo Segreda 
Johanning

Eva is a strong-willed, restless 
16-year-old who lives with her 
mother, her little sister and their cat, 
but desperately wants to move in 
with her estranged father. Clinging 
onto him as he goes through a 
second adolescence, she balances 
between the sensitive naivety of 
teenage life and the ruthlessness 
of the adult world. As we witness 
the eruption of violence, and of her 
adolescent sexuality, Eva discovers 
the rage that gnaws at her father is 
also her inheritance. 

The fantastic performances give 
credit to the long process of 
co-creation between the director 
and her cast. With a carefully 
non-judgemental approach, this 
impressive debut feature examines 
the porous border between love 
and hate, and the complexity of 
cycles of violence within families and 
relationships. 

La Hija de todas las rabias, 2022

Tengo sueños eléctricos, 2022

The Vertical Border, 2022

¡Vámonos, Bárbara!, 1978
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Fri 10 Mar      19:30  Llenos de gracia

Sat 11 Mar      13:15  Llegaron de noche

      15:30  Cinco lobitos + Intro

      17:45  La Voluntaria + Q&A

      20:30  El Visitante + short

Sun 12 Mar      13:15  Estación catorce + short

      15:30  Nuestros días más felices + Q&A

      18:15  No mires a los ojos

Mon 13 Mar    18:30  Carajita + short

      20:40  Los Reyes del mundo

Tue 14 Mar      18:30  Cine Mujer + Intro

      20:30  La Maternal + Intro

Wed 15 Mar    15:15  Modelo 77

      18:00  La Casa entre los cactus + Q&A

Thu 16 Mar      13:15  El Visitante + short

      17:50  Libélulas + Q&A

Fri 17 Mar      18:15  Estación catorce + short

      20:30  Tiempos futuros + short + Intro 

Sat 18 Mar      13:00     Language Lab/ Vasil

      16:15   8 cuentos sobre mi  
hipoacusia + short

      18:35  Los Reyes del mundo

      20:40  Escape Room: La Pel.licula

Sun 19 Mar      13:30  As bestas

      16:15  Llenos de gracia

      18:30  Muerte de un ciclista + Intro

Mon 20 Mar    18:20  Llegaron de noche

      20:40  Cinco lobitos

Tue 21 Mar      16:30  La Hija de todas las rabias

       18:30 Tengo sueños eléctricos

Wed 22 Mar    18:00 As bestas

       20:40 Estación catorce + short

Thu 23 Mar      13:30 La Casa entre los cactus

       18:00 Modelo 77 + Intro

Fri 24 Mar       18:30 La Voluntaria

       20:40 No mires a los ojos

Sat 25 Mar       12:30 The Vertical Border

       14:00 Cafe Cervantes

       16:15 Vámonos, Bárbara + Intro

       18:40 La Hija de todas las rabias

       20:30 La Casa entre los cactus

Sun 26 Mar      13:45  Margarita y el lobo & Carmen  
de Carabanchel + Intro

       15:30 La Maternal

       18:00 Vasil

Mon 27 Mar     15:45 Tengo sueños eléctricos

       18:15 Nuestros días más felices

Tue 28 Mar      15:45 Vasil

       18:00 Tiempos futuros + short

Wed 29 Mar    18:20 Llenos de gracia

       20:40 Libélulas

Thu 30 Mar      16:00 Carajita + short

       20:40 Escape Room: La Pel.licula

Festival Calendar 2023

UK Premiere/ Vasil (U)

Sun 26 Mar, 18:00 
Tue 28 Mar, 15:45
Dir Avelina Prat/ES BG 2022/93 mins
Ivan Barnev, Karra Elejalde, Alexandra 
Jiménez, Susi Sánchez

Vasil is a street-homeless Bulgarian 
immigrant in a well-heeled Spanish 
town. Intelligent and charismatic, 
through his talent for chess and 
bridge he makes a name for himself 
at an exclusive and prestigious club 
in the city, despite being homeless. 
Taciturn retiree Alfredo offers his 
sofa to the young Bulgarian and 
a classic odd-couple friendship 
develops, though they seem to 
share little in common beyond their 
passion for chess. Vasil slowly breaks 
down the barriers put up by Alfredo, 
because Vasil has a gift: he makes a 
difference to the lives of people he 
connects with.

Avelina Prat’s debut feature is a 
heart-warming and gentle drama 
that highlights socially and politically 
relevant topics around economic 
migration, privilege, discrimination, 
community and human connection. 

Also screening as part of the 
Language Lab on Sat 18 Mar, see 
page 10.

UK Premiere/Two short films by Cecilia Bartolomé (12A) 

Sun 26 Mar, 13:45 + intro

While enrolled in Spain’s Official Film School in the 1960s, Cecilia 
Bartolomé made these short films focused on the challenges women faced 
under the regressive regime, always with a strong sense of irony and 
humour. She graduated in 1969 with Margarita y el lobo, a film censored for 
its challenging and irreverent feminist matter.

Carmen de Carabanchel (Dir Cecilia Bartolomé/ ES 1965/15 mins)
A comic short about women’s lack of reproductive rights in 1960s Spain. 
Set in the working-class barrio of Carabanchel, it features non-professional 
actors and uses contemporary music and versions of Bizet’s compositions 
as irreverent commentary on the restrictions imposed by church and state.

Margarita y el lobo (Dir Cecilia Bartolomé/ ES 1969/45 mins)
Hailed by critics as Spain’s ‘first feminist film’, Bartolomé’s fusion of  
female subjectivity and comedy looks forward to future feminist film and 
writing, especially British writer Angela Carter’s 1979 re-writing of the fairy 
tale. A medium-length piece from her final-year of Film School, the film 
was banned at the time thanks to the combined forces of Francoism and 
sexism.

Event/ This screening will be introduced by Prof. Sally Faulkner, University 
of Exeter.
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Vasil, 2022

Carmen de Carabanchel, 1965 Margarita y el lobo, 1969
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TICKETS AND BOOKING

Online: homemcr/viva2023
Call: 0161 200 1500
In person: Mon - Sun: 12:00 - 20:00

OFF PEAK 
(before 17:00 Mon-Fri, before 15:00 Sat & Sun)
Full £7.95 / Concs £5.95
 Member full £6.45 / Concs £4.95

PEAK 
(after 17:00 Mon-Fri, after 15:00 Sat & Sun)
Full £9.95 / concs £7.95
Member full £7.95 / Concs £6.45

EVENTS
Language Lab 
(ticket includes screening of Vasil) 

Full £9.95 / concs £7.95
Member full £7.95 / Concs £6.45

Cafe Cervantes 
Free ticket, but booking is essential.

See more, save money!  
Book 3-7 ¡Viva films and get 10% off each ticket
Book 8+ ¡Viva films and get 15% off each ticket. 

T&Cs: discounts are automatically added in your  
basket online. Tickets must be booked together in  
one transaction and cannot be used retrospectively  
or combined with any other offer. 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
SUPPORTERS

Home is a trading name of Greater Manchester Arts Centre Ltd, a compnay limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales No: 1681278.
Registed office 2 Tony Wilson Place, Manchester M15 4FN. Charity No: 514719.

GET 30  DAYS FREE
STREAMING
FEBRUARY 24

HHHHH

 “Superb”
 THE TELEGRAPH

“A Masterpiece”
    PEDRO ALMODÓVAR

  A FILM BY

Carla Simón
 DIRECTOR OF SUMMER 1993

ACADEMY AWARDS®

BEST INTERNATIONAL FEATURE FILM  
OFFICIAL SUBMISSION: SPAIN


